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In the week dominated by coverage of
Martin Sheen’s speech on the danger of
middle-of-the-road politics whilst the NHS
is eroded I found myself sporadically
weeping into the pelt of a Golden Retriever
called Archie and plotting to blow up
Parliament. Welcome to arts
administration.

In preparation for Liz Crow’s new sculpture
performance ‘Figures’, I had the grisly-yet-
illuminating task of copy-editing 650
stories of the human cost of austerity, each one to be represented by a clay figure made by Liz.
At the office of CoQuo, the digital agency supporting Figures, I plugged in, caffeinated, and
nearly dislocated my jaw from the number of times it dropped in disbelief.

 As a borderline anarchist, the depths to which the authorities will stoop to do over the public in
the name of budget cuts didn’t come as a total surprise to me, but my ignorance as to the
situations of some people claiming Disability Living Allowance or Personal Independence
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Payments was a bit of a shock. I knew when starting this training that my limited experiences of
personal disability were going to be challenged, something I am grateful for, but the total
outrage I felt at reading the unfair ways in which claimants have been treated was a baptism of
fire into disability politics that has brought me, still smoking, to total belief in the relevance of
Liz’s arts activism. People are dying waiting for their PIP re-assessments, families are being put
under terrible pressure, and press propaganda is turning neighbours against each other. 

The metaphorical clay from which we are all fashioned will, I hope, be transformed into literal
protest in Liz’s hands, and I will be there, along with CoQuo and Dao to support this
performance as it happens. Archie, my respite hound friend, will unfortunately not be in
attendance as he is enjoying a retirement most humans would be lucky to have.

Matthew Fessey of CoQuo made an interesting point about the power of digital media; in that
whilst only a few hundred people were in attendance at Martin Sheen’s speech his message
has now been spread to millions thanks to a couple of smartphone cameras. Whatever our
stories we must document them; the status quo cannot be trusted to record an accurate history.

Make art, share stories, shout loudly.

As I finish writing this post I have just received the great news that Trish and I have been
accepted as Joint Fellows of the CultureHive Digital Marketing Academy; we applied with the
intention of upskilling ourselves in the promotion of disability arts projects to even wider
audiences.

 Watch this space artists, or better yet, fill it!

Please sign up to follow @WeAreFigures on Twitter, where the 650 stories will be shared.

http://academy.culturehive.co.uk/about-2-0/
https://twitter.com/wearefigures
http://oas.theguardian.com/5c/disabilityartsonline.org.uk/oas.html/2088425584/Top/default/empty.gif/54575a545731534f3856774141724955?x


14/03/2015 12:47Art, Austerity, Activism: Alice Holland's blog - disability arts online

Page 3 of 6http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=2766&item=2492

Your e-mail address will not be revealed to the public.

HTML is forbidden, but line-breaks will be retained.

This can be a URL of an image or a YouTube, MySpaceTV or a Flickr page (we'll handle the media embedding from

there!)

This is to prevent automatic submissions.

Your name

Your email address

your comment

Add an image

Enter the code 6045 here

 

Add your comment

In this section:

Colin Hambrook: Editorial

Art, Austerity, Activism:
Alice Holland's blog

Dolly Sen

Alan Hopwood

Allan Sutherland

From the listings

engage seek Generation ART,
Evaluator

Shape Arts seeks candidates for
a Project Leader Role – ‘Inspiring
Futures’

GDANCE is seeking a

Jobs Events Opportunities

←

http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/dao-editorial-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/art-austerity-activism
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/dolly_sen_blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/alan-hopwood-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/allan-sutherland-blog
http://oas.theguardian.com/5c/disabilityartsonline.org.uk/oas.html/2088425584/Top/default/empty.gif/54575a545731534f3856774141724955?x
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=8&item=1118
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=8&item=1117
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=8&item=1115


14/03/2015 12:47Art, Austerity, Activism: Alice Holland's blog - disability arts online

Page 4 of 6http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=2766&item=2492

Katya Robin

Lloyd Coleman: The
Sound of Disability

Wendy Tongue

Crippen

Deborah Caulfield

Bonk's blog

Katherine Araniello

Trish Wheatley

Kaite O'Reilly

Gini

Penny Pepper

Gary Thomas

Dao's film and tv blog

Vince Laws

Survivors' Poetry

Oska Bright On The Road

Frank Bangay

Liz Porter: Learning to
See

Jane McCormick

Share this page:

Follow our page:

DAO stream:

Performing Arts Teacher

everyBODY dance seeks aerial
dance performer/workshop
leader

LEVEL of Derbyshire seeks
Volunteer Trustees/Board
Directors

1

http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/allan-sutherland-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/katya-robin-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Lloyd-Coleman-the-sound-of-disability
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Wendy-Tongue-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/crippen-cartoon-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Deborah-Caulfield
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/bonk
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/katherine-araniello-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Trish-Wheatley
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Kaite-O%27Reilly-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Gini
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Penny_Pepper_Blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Gary-Thomas
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/film-and-tv-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/vince-laws-blog
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Survivors-Poetry
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Oska_Bright_On_The_Road
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/frank-bangay
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/liz-porter-learning-to-see
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/jane-mccormick
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Richard-Downes
http://www.facebook.com//pages/Disability-Arts-Online/116532217831?fref=ts
http://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=disabilityarts
http://www.youtube.com/user/DisabilityArtsOnline?sub_confirmation=1
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=8&item=1115
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=8&item=1114
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=8&item=1110


14/03/2015 12:47Art, Austerity, Activism: Alice Holland's blog - disability arts online

Page 5 of 6http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=2766&item=2492

Richard Downes

Signdance Collective
International

Archive blogs

Be a DAO blogger

Art forms:

Visual Arts

Performing Arts

Literature

Film and Television

18 February 2013

The National Disability Arts
Collection and Archive (NDACA)

Dao is a partner of the
National Disability Arts
Collection and Archive. To
find out about this important

1

Slippage: The Unstable Nature of 
Change, CASC Gallery, University of 
Chester till 27 March.
 ln.is/org.uk/2iK1A

DisabilityArtsOnline 
@disabilityarts

Art, Austerity, Activism: Alice 
Holland's blog - disability arts online
 ln.is/org.uk/P9rwu

DisabilityArtsOnline 
@disabilityarts

Crippen picture always brightens a 
Friday afternoon
Are you stuck in that wheelchair?! 
 ln.is/org.uk/xVTeK 
HT @disabilityarts

Retweeted by DisabilityArtsOnline

Hannah Morgan 
@HannahnagroM

Expand

engage seek Generation ART, 
Evaluator: £10,000 fee April - 
October 2015  ln.is/org.uk/NgJai

DisabilityArtsOnline 
@disabilityarts

20h

21h

22h

22h

Tweets FollowFollow

Tweet to @disabilityarts

http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/Richard-Downes
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/signdance_collective-international
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/archive_blogs
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/be_a_dao_blogger
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/visual-arts-index
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/performing-arts-index
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/literature-index
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/film-and-television-index
http://oas.theguardian.com/5c/disabilityartsonline.org.uk/oas.html/235642420/Middle1/default/empty.gif/54575a545731534f3856774141724955?x
http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?unique_name=articleimageviewer&page_id=3890
http://t.co/DSGjjHTmb3
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
http://t.co/cPyWzXfveI
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
http://t.co/O2Wkt7bhXC
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
https://twitter.com/HannahnagroM
https://twitter.com/HannahnagroM/status/576391612978368512
http://t.co/xRrGXtLauf
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts/status/576409713711177728
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts/status/576405644158353408
https://twitter.com/HannahnagroM/status/576391612978368512
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts/status/576391445185212416
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
https://twitter.com/disabilityarts
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?screen_name=disabilityarts


14/03/2015 12:47Art, Austerity, Activism: Alice Holland's blog - disability arts online

Page 6 of 6http://www.disabilityartsonline.org.uk/?location_id=2766&item=2492

project as it develops
please click on this link to
go to www.ndaca.org.uk
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