Making Film Accessible
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Roaring Girl Productions is pioneering new approaches to film accessibility, for a experience that benefits audiences, filmmakers and distributors, holding the potential for new and satisfied audiences.

Audio description, captioning and sign language (ACS) are increasingly used to make films accessible to audiences. However, they are often a disappointing experience for both audience and filmmaker, with access produced as an after-thought and rarely as a creative contribution.

Audio description is an audio narration of visual elements for audiences with a visual impairment. Captioning transcribes/annotates and sign language interpretation interprets audio information for Deaf and hearing impaired audiences.

In response to current limitations, Roaring Girl Productions is using our own productions to trial imaginative and innovative approaches.

On Nectar, we worked closely with Films at 59 to bring ACS into the core of the creative and production process.

On Illumination, we experimented with the caption design, building captions into the action of the story.

On Resistance on tour, we worked closely with Art AV to programme ACS into the system so that the installation can play versions appropriate to different audiences.

We have documented this work in order to:

• Generate a dialogue between audiences, filmmakers, distributors and access facilitators

• Inspire others to experiment and push the bounds of ACS so that it works both technically and aesthetically

• Motivate others to make innovative use of existing and developing technologies in improving the film experience

• Encourage audiences to demand more of filmmakers and distributors, and for filmmakers and distributors to rise to that challenge.

Enquiries  info@roaring-girl.com / (0117) 944 6882.
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