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NEWS RELEASE

ROARING GIRL PRODUCTIONS PRESENT 

RESISTANCE
An award-winning, provocative and hauntingly beautiful 
Film installation

Resistance: which way the future? is the latest project from award-winning media production company Roaring Girl Productions (RGP).  A timely and hopeful work, it explores the marginalisation of a minority social group and asks what can be done to prevent oppression in the future.

Resistance is a dual-screen interactive installation, comprising drama and documentary films and an immersive audio-video experience, which takes as its starting point the Nazi programme of mass-murder targeting disabled people living in institutions and, importantly, disabled people’s resistance to it. The opening film follows the story of Elise, a patient who sweeps the institution. She doesn’t speak but watches everything. She watches buses full of Patients leave and return empty. When it’s her turn, she knows what’s in store. Based on real events, this is the story of one woman’s resistance in the only way she could. 

 Resistance was launched in Liverpool in November 2009 as part of DaDa Fest. The moving installation won the prestigious ‘Best Exhibition Award’ from Liverpool Daily Post, and was described as one of the most powerful elements of the festival.
Over a decade in the making, it is the latest project from award-winning writer-director Liz Crow, whose previous work has been shown at Tate Modern and the British Film Institute and who recently made a controversial appearance on the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square as part of sculptor Antony Gormley’s One & Other project.


Resistance is touring venues across the UK including Taunton and Weymouth from 2010 – 2011, and will next be exhibited at the Smithsonian and the Kennedy Center in Washington DC, USA as part of the VSA Arts and Disability Festival, 6 – 20 June. 

Resistance Drama (one of the films shown as part of the installation) will also be screened in Kerala, India, 11-15 June as part of the International Documentary and Short Film Festival.

Liz Crow said: “This is an episode of history that is virtually hidden, yet the values that underpinned it still echo through disabled people’s lives today. It is a timely piece of work that I hope people will not only be moved, but also empowered by. I want people to come away feeling inspired to get involved, be effective and find the courage to be a part of change. Resistance is about a sense of possibility.” 

One visitor wrote of his experience of Resistance:  “I’ve seen the installaton about three times now. The great thing about it is that it tells a very small group of people’s stories and I think part of the problem with the scale of the holocaust is that it’s just too big to understand. The film helps you to begin to get your head around it…these were real people with real stories and families” 
“Resistance is a timely and indeed urgent work that should be compulsory viewing for anyone who thinks we've learnt from the mistakes of the past.  We haven't.  It is a stunning and stark wake up call for us all.”
Liz Carr, comedian and activist
Today, when rising hate crime, increased pre-natal screening and abortion, and a race to assisted suicide challenge the worth of disabled people’s lives and even their right to exist, Resistance confronts a dark chapter of human history and invites the audience to reflect on the values of the past and how they can help to shape a society that delights in diversity.

To arrange an interview with RGP Director Liz Crow, or request further information and images please contact Megan at Farrows Creative.

T: 01275 836 348  E: megan@farrowscreative.com
[ends]

Notes to Editors

ROARING GIRL PRODUCTIONS’ INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMME OF WORK

Five different RGP productions will be appearing on three continents (Europe, Asia and North America) throughout June.

Resistance Drama and Resistance Conversations in Washington DC

Sunday 6 – Sunday 20 June 2010

Nations Gallery, The John F Kennedy Center for Performing Arts


Tuesday 8 June – Sunday 29 August 2010

International Gallery, Smithsonian Institution

Resistance Drama in India

11-15 June 

Resistance Drama screens at Trivandrum, Kerala, India in the International Documentary and Short Film Festival organised by Kerala State Chalachitra Academy.

19 UK cities – Big Screens

Illumination screens on Big Screens in 19 UK cities

Disability Pride, The Forum, Norwich

Saturday 5 June 2010

Nectar and Frida Kahlo’s Corset in Norwich

Resistance on Tour 2010 - 2011

Sunday 26 Feb – Sunday 9 Apr 2011

The Brewhouse Theatre & Arts Centre, Taunton

A Biography

Liz is an artist-activist working with film, audio and text. She is drawn to drama, life stories and experimental work, and the potential of storytelling to trigger change. A former NESTA (National Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts) fellow and founder of Roaring Girl Productions, Liz’s work has shown at London’s Tate Modern and the British Film Institute, as well as on television and at festivals throughout the world.

Recent works include her appearance on the Forth Plinth in London’s Trafalgar Square as part of sculptor Antony Gormley’s One and Other project. Liz’s provocative and controversial performance was part of a larger film-based installation that is touring the UK and internationally. www.roaring-girl.com
Funders: Supported by the National Lottery through Arts Council England. Supported by NESTA, UnLtd, South West Screen & the Quartet Community Foundation.

Resistance: which way the future?: is a dual-screen, moving image installation.  It explores the values that permitted the Nazi programme of mass-murder targeting disabled people; reveals how people found the courage to resist; and examines how this chapter of history remains strikingly relevant today.  At each venue there will be opportunities for audiences to participate in events related to the installation.

In Washington the work will be shown as part of a video installation loop at the Smithsonian international gallery (6 - 12 June) and the full installation will be at the Kennedy Center, Nations Gallery from 6 - 20 June.

http://www.kennedy-center.org/programs/festivals/09-10/vsa/
http://www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/index.cfm?fuseaction=searchDay&bmonth=6&bday=6&byear=2010 
Roaring Girl Productions is a creative media projects company based in Bristol, founded by writer-director and activist Liz Crow. It undertakes media productions, training and associated projects, combining high quality creativity with practical activism. Liz Crow, whose work has won awards and shown at Tate Modern and the British Film Institute, recently appeared on the Fourth Plinth in Trafalgar Square as part of sculptor Antony Gormley’s One & Other project.  Her hour can be viewed here: http://www.oneandother.co.uk/participants/Liz_C/
Comments about Resistance:
"Resistance is a powerfully conceived exploration of an important but neglected subject. Liz Crow's treatment extends beyond the stark exposure of the historical reality to a reflection on its implications for us today. This promises to be a challenging and original project, capable of engaging on a deeply affective level a wide range of people." (Roger Malbert, Senior Curator, Hayward)
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